May 10, 2013

Dear Signatories to the Open Letter for Policy and Institutional Reform:
Thank you so much for your thoughtful and important letter on the topic of sexual violence. It is an
issue to which we have devoted considerable energy and resources over the past several years.
Your input is invaluable and we hope this will be the beginning of many substantive conversations
in the future.
Our first priority has been and must continue to be the safety of our students and other community
members. Given the complexity and changing nature of these issues, college campus policies and
procedures need to be continually reviewed to ensure that we adopt best practices.
Your letter identifies a number of issues that are worthy of consideration. We would like to better
understand those issues and actively address your concerns. Given the number of topics that you
raise, we feel that it would be most productive to create a working group composed of staff and
students who are knowledgeable on these issues. This group would meet regularly to discuss the
issues involved in each of the areas you raised. Several years ago, we created a similar group when
we developed the new sexual misconduct policy and found the sharing of information to be very
beneficial. Please tell us if you are interested in creating such a group when you return in the fall.
We also want you to know that Tufts University recently submitted a grant proposal to the US
Department of Justice, Office on Violence Against Women, to seek resources for programs in
support of our efforts to prevent sexual misconduct. We will keep you apprised if we are selected
for this grant.
Thank you again for sharing your thoughts in your letter. We are committed to working with you
collaboratively to develop educational and prevention policies on sexual misconduct that will
protect our community in the most effective way possible.
Please contact Ian Wong, Director of Alcohol and Health Education, at ian.wong@tufts.edu or
617-627-5495 if you wish to discuss next steps in this discussion or if you have other questions.
Sincerely,
Anthony P. Monaco, President
David Harris, Provost and Senior Vice President
John Barker, Dean of Undergraduate and Graduate Students
Bruce Reitman, Dean of Student Affairs
Michelle Bowdler, Senior Director, Health and Wellness Services

